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Selected Pieces from the Ramban’s Commentary on the Torah
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Selected Pieces from the Maharal’s Gur Aryeh
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5 Parsha Highlights for Further Discussion

o The Kli Yakar explains (32:1-2) that the world cannot exist without Torah, because torah enables
the fusing of the the spiritual and physical components of man that makes all life possible

e Rabainu Bachayay (32:20) says that Torah is compared to rain because it sustains all life and it is
compared to dew because it makes everyone happy

e The Maharsha (Brachot 21a) interprets the "name of Hashem" (32:3) to mean the Torah because
all of Torah is really a representation of Hashem (see also the Ramban's intro to Chumash)

e The Ohr HaCHayim derives from 32:5 that the root of all sin is forgetting the divine origin of man

e The Netziv says that Hashem is compared to an eagle (32:11) because just as an eagle makes its
children fly at high altitudes in order to strengthen them, so too Hashem sometimes puts us
through trying circumstances to make us stronger.




Foundations

71970 920 nasna
Writing a Sefer Torah

This week’s parsha is a song from which some derive the entire commandment to write a Sefer Torah.

1. Source
a. Devarim (31:19)- 7w *9-m0n Wwn? (07703 AW ,2XW-12-N8 A7H71 ,NNTD A7WI-NY 027 3202 ,703
2X7Y? 2122--7Y7 DRI
i. Therefore, write down this poem and teach it to the people of Israel; put it in their mouths,
in order that this poem may be My witness against the people of Israel.
b. Sanhedrin (21b)- 2371203 0¥ MRIY 1WA 2307 XA 77N IO QTR MR 12 MW 0D HY AR (X27) MK
DRI 77w DR
i. Rava says: even if a person’s ancestors left him a Torah scroll, it is a mitzva to write a
scroll of one’s own, as it is stated: “Now, therefore, write for yourselves this song
2. Is it a mitzva to write a Torah or to merely own one?
a. Menachot (30a)- P n mxn AN - WS 12 N0 ARIP 127 MR D793 27 KR K2R N2 ywI 1K)
i. And R’ Yehoshua bar Aba said: one who buys a Sefer Torah from the Marketplace is like
one who has grabbed a mitzva from the marketplace
ii. Rashi (Sham)- You fulfilled the obligation but ideally you should write a Sefer Torah
yourself.
b. Rambam (Hilchot Tefillin, U'Mezuzah, U’Sefer Torah 7:1) - The Mitzva is specifically to write it.
i. Minchat Chinuch (#613)- Rashi is wrong because the Pasuk specifically says “12n3”
3. Other Ways to Fulfill the Mitzvah
a. Rosh (Hilchot Sefer Torah 1)- The point of the halacha is to write a Sefer Torah so that one can
learn from it. The mitzva nowadays would be owning chumashim and gemarot
i. Shach (YD 270:15)- The Rosh meant that we are all exempt from writing a Torah if we
own sefarim
ii. Beit Yosef (YD 270)- The Rosh meant we have an additional mitzva to own sefarim, but
the original obligation still stands
b. Rambam (above)- Filling in a single letter is tantamount to writing an entire Sefer Torah
c. Sefer HaCHinuch (613)- One who is unable to write a Sefer Torah should hire a scribe to do it for
him.
4. Are Women Obligated?
a. Beit Halevi (Responsa 1:6)- Women aren’t fully obligated in the mitzva of Talmud Torah
therefore they aren’t obligated to write one.
b. Shagat Aryeh (#35)- Women are obligated to write a Sefer Torah for two reasons
i. Women are obligated to learn the mitzvot that they are obligated to perform
ii. The mitzva to write a Sefer Torah is independent of the mitzva to study the torah. That is
why they are written separately in the Torah. Therefore, although women are partially
exempt from Talmud Torah, they would be fully obligated in this Mitzva.



